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Course description:  
The course aims to introduce students to the artistic world of the Nobel Prize literature 

Israeli writer S.Y. Agnon. The course will survey the writer’s biography and the word of 

Jewish tradition in Galicia as reflected in Agnon’s writings. Particular attention will be 

paid to the analysis of Agnon's literary techniques through the prism  of his selected texts. 

 

Main topics:  

1.  Agnon’s childhood and the notion of the ancestral home in his writings.  

2 "Fable of the Goat" and "Separated" (Agunot). The main contradistinction of Agnon’s 

works: Galicia vs. the Land of Israel. 

3. Jewish tradition versus Zionism: “From Apartment to Apartment" (Mi-dira le-dira). 

4. Agnon's biography as reflected in his Nobel speech. 

5. Between European and Jewish textual culture: "A different look" (Panim aherot). 

6. Jerusalem in the British Mandate era: "Tehila." 

7. Between Galicia and the Land of Israel, the stories "The Light of the Torah" (Or 

HaTorah) and "Ashes of the Land of Israel" (Afar Eretz Israel). 

8. Nostalgia for the time and place: “The Kerchief”" (Hamitpahat) 

9. Agnon’s significance for the Israeli literature 
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