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The course addresses the most significant social and cultural processes that shaped
the image of the Eastern European Jewry in modern times. It presents various aspects
of social, economic, cultural, and political life of the Jews of the Polish—Lithuanian
Commonwealth, Habsburg and Russian empires in the broader context of the general
socio-cultural changes that characterize the European Jewry in the aforesaid period.

1. Origins: The Jews of Ancient Russia and Central Europe in the early
Middle Ages:

- The emergence of the Jewish communities in the Slavic lands.

- Jewish community of Central Europe (Ashkenazi) and its cultural profile.
- The Talmud, Halakha and ideals of Torah learning.

- The emergence of the Jewish community in the Polish-Lithuanian
kingdom - the historical and demographic aspects.

Karaites in Volhynia and Galicia.

2. Legal and economic frames of the Jewish community:

- Charts of Privileges



- Jewish communities and medieval corporations
- The main features of the Jewish economy in the Middle Ages.
- Economic structure of the Jewish community in Eastern Europe

. The structure of the traditional Jewish community in Eastern Europe and
the ideals of traditional Jewish society.

. The world of Torah in Eastern Europe in the late Middle Ages:

- Emergence of a "Polish™ Ashkenazi culture.

- The spiritual leaders of Eastern European Jewry: Jacob Polak, Shalom
Shachna, Solomon Luria, Moses Isserles.

- Torah culture in Volhynia and Galicia.

Kabbalah and the Messianic movement in Eastern Europe:

- Kabbalah and Sabbatians in Eastern Europe in the XVII.

- Jacob Frank and Frank’s sect in Galicia.

- Muystic circles in the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe and their
social status.

Kloyzes in Brody and Kuty.

Israel Besht and the foundation of the Hasidism

- Israel Besht and his environment.
- Key elements of the Besht’s teaching and their social significance.
- Circle of Besht’s disciples.

From the group to the movement: the spread of Hasidism:

- Rabbi Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezerichi and his disciples.

- The doctrine of a Tzadik and the formation of a new type of charismatic
leadership in the Jewish community.

- Structure and functioning of the Hasidic court.

- The spread of the Hasidic movement in Ukraine.

- Chassidim and Mitnagdim: a split of the Jewish community.

Absolutism, the European Enlightenment and the Jews.

- The European Enlightenment and the discussion of the Jews
emancipation in Europe.

- Enlightened Absolutism and Toleranzpatent of Joseph II.

- The partition of Poland and its impact on the life of the Jewish
community.

- The development of the policy of the Russian authorities towards Jews.

- The reaction of the traditional Jewish society to the legislative initiatives
of the authorities.

Haskalah, the Jewish Enlightenment:



- Ideological sources of Haskalah in Eastern Europe.
- First enlighteners (maskilim) and their attitude towards traditional Jewish
culture.
- Haskalah in Galicia and in the Russian Empire.
10. The Jewish religious tradition in the face of modernity: the reform and
the orthodoxy:

The crisis of the Jewish religious tradition.

Reform of Judaism: the first steps.

The reaction of traditional society: orthodoxy and neo-orthodoxy.
The split of the Jewish community.

11. The formation and development of the Jewish national movement in
Eastern Europe:

- The crisis of Haskalah ideology.
- The pogroms of 1881 and the beginning of the Hibbat Zion movement.

12. Jewish political movements of modern times.
- Zionism and its different forms.
- Jewish socialism.
- Autonomism
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